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The Saurashtra region of Gujarat state is home to a thriving population of free-ranging Asiatic lions, which are a
source of immense pride for its people. These majestic animals roam naturally in the Gir Forest, its surrounding
areas, and parts of Saurashtra region. The local communities of Saurashtra play a crucial role, directly or
indirectly, in supporting the conservation of this iconic species. The conservation efforts of the Gir Forest and
its wildlife are a result of the relentless dedication of the Government of Gujarat, the Gujarat Forest Department,
and the cooperation of local people. The rivers, streams, and waterfalls originating from Gir Forest not only
enhance its beauty but also provide a plentiful water source throughout the surrounding areas. This abundant
water contributes to the agricultural prosperity of Sorath, the home of Asiatic lions.

History and Present of the Asiatic Lion | |

@ Historically, Asiatic lions were found across a wide range from Syria, Middle East Asia to India. Over time,
their habitat gradually reduced, restricting them to northern and central Indian states such as Haryana,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan.

€@ Today, Asiatic lions roam naturally in the Saurashtra region of Gujarat, specifically in the districts of
Junagadh, Gir Somnath, Amreli, Botad, Bhavnagar, Porbandar, and Devbhoomi Dwarka. They are also
occasionally spotted in the districts of Rajkot, Jamnagar, and Surendranagar.

€@ Asiaticlions are found in Gir Protected Areas (Gir, Paniya, Mitiyala), Girnar Wildlife Sanctuary, Barda Wildlife
Sanctuary, and protected and reserved forest and revenue areas of Saurashtra. With the support of the
Gujarat Government, the Gujarat Forest Department, and local people, the lion population has experienced a
gradualincrease.

About Lions I

@ (iThe lion belongs to the cat family and is unique
among big cats such as tigers, leopards, etc., as it
livesin groups. A group of lionsis called a'pride'. Male
lions remain attached to their family for a certain
period of time.

& A male lion's reproductive capacity is restricted to
certain periods of its lifespan.

NLions are territorial animals and have specific
territory where all members can roam freely without
fear.

¥Solitary lions, also known as nomadic lions, have
specific territorial ranges. The territories of these
lions can be larger thanthose of lions living in prides.
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Why should we conserve lions? I

@ Lionsand otherwild animals are the treasures of our nation.

@ Contribute to maintaining the balance of biodiversity

@ Asiatic lions are exclusively found in the wild in Saurashtra, making it their sole habitat worldwide
@ Intheworld, Asiatic lions are found only in Saurashtra.

@ ltregulatesthe population of wild herbivores.

@ Thelionholds a prominent placein our religious beliefs as well.

@ Insocialvalues, thelionis often depicted as a symbol of pride.

@ Thepeopleof Girandits surrounding areas are benefiting from livelihood opportunities.

Why should we conserve lions? I

Today, Asiatic lions inhabit not only Gir National Park and
Wildlife Sanctuary but also surrounding forest expanses like
Paniya Wildlife Sanctuary, Mitiyala Wildlife Sanctuary, Girnar
Wildlife Sanctuary, Barda Wildlife Sanctuary, and coastal
areas. They are also found in reserved and non-reserved
grasslands and revenue areas across Junagadh, Gir-Somnath,
Amreli,Porbandar, Devbhoomi Dwarka, Botad, and Bhavnagar
districts. This area is collectively known as Asiatic Lion
Landscape. The management of this area is overseen by the
Forest Department, Gujarat State.

The people of Gir and its surrounding areas are benefiting
from livelihood opportunities.

Efforts for Conservation of Lions and Biodiversity of Gir I

Thelionis awild animal, so let's ensure that nothing disrupts its natural processes.

If alion is spotted in areas outside the forest, such as farms, mango orchards, or village outskirts, inform the
local forest department staff.

Assistinthe protection and conservation of the habitats of Asiatic lions.
Assistin curbing unauthorized activities.

If you find lions or other wildlife that are injured, or in any distress, inform the forest department staff
immediately.
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If there is any suspicious activity or if any individual in your village harms wildlife, inform the local forest
department staff immediately.

@ Let'shelpeliminate anyillegal activities related to lions and other wildlife.

Forest Department, Gujarat State | Wildlife Division, Sasan-Gir

El5lE Tel No: (02877) 285541 | 2855540 | 285508 EI o
mli Mobile Number (© 9428896648 &
Sooking System E-mail : dcfwildlife@gmail.com orlgion

J




ad (@1, 2sAd AR
avieil [, e iR

+ OSO@OO +

N N S P ~ ¢ N e N N P .
BRI RABUAI ARIDG [GRdIR HIRd £214i 3T1Ral M1 Vi[21u1€) @SII:IDQHSHIJJ\‘.;:EQ&] (AR @i 8. 31 Gidddg ARIAI AIST WU

0
N

21RG UM &, WRIEY Rig] 2R w1t i drdl AIRAURL dHRS A2 e [GRARIHI gedd] e [Asal ial HA &, il

NN

%i%H14 iflHi A2e1e1 A7 AaddHi diredi 211fAs disiHl Uil wid udel d As2121 28l 9. 91R BINC AeH 2l A AH
ged ld aai2 sl aruielliig Aagd rRAd 514, WA dd [AMIIAI 421191 URSIH A4 @Il EiSIHI ASSIRA
UM 8. 201 216 [Ad R Hill Asulldl didl Hi2l A€, A1 dHs 3501141 212+ 21 aeliR 8. RS 312 2114-UIRidi [Adiuiefl
URI A1 HEl, A1 U IR 2l 8121, A1 (ARl RHT U1l 2ild [Aya uHIeMi snaief 28 &, Bl 211d] i(Ri1g Rigid] A6 Rl

Udlueimea .

vildiel Risdi ldsiy vid ddHid I

€ HiGsIRs grelA ARiug Ris ereii EiiHi BidI HOdI Sdi. (dsINHi Bial A d, BiRIIE Ris &5 RRI, Hearyd ARl
oll &) MIRd Yell (AR &di. IR Gl AHAHI A (R118) RiglHi dici2d] [Ad 1R e121A GriR 1A HEJ HIRdHi AU BaI 5,
sRall, uro, Briugel, [GisKR, Heaugel, sl URd AilH]d 2igf 21211 sdl. dcdHid AHAHI RS ps1d AU AR
[ARctRMIYSd 2 d [AsdI BIAIHA ©.

@ AR1g Ris sicHi AR 213, 212 AlHA 12, wHC, oll2lg, MIandIR, UiRuigR, EaaiH glRs1 R eciHi sed] 2d [l
A HA B, AHRS ABSI2, SIHHAIIR U YRreirtdIR W) I [AARTHI HYSAR I HA D,

@ JiRIRng Ris 2R 2A&id [@GdiRi (2M12, uiellal, Mdlinn, 3RAR dRAIYU MMARR, KRSI URAYU MMHARRY dHS
AR 2AId 21 ARMEId 1] dHs 20 [GRAIRMI 1A HAY . AR AURBIR, ASRAd Ard [AHII A4 2eUi]s GiSiHI
1212/l Ris] adHi BrRid2 A&l S HERIT &,

Ris [G21 eeian B4 I

& Ris i [Gias) gad uiel 8. [Geis) gadi iz vielu Sai 3,
[, aig, [Eus), Ridl adlR Hiell s5d Ris & AYSHI 8 O. drli
AHEIAI AHSA “UIFS” sEami AId &. AIH Ris AR Alssy
AH ERIIA Ul I URAR 12 RiSIRIE 8 .

@ 2 Risdl udd emMdl ddl dddi AISSA AHASIOHI

ulduielld sl . —, W
i}
@ Risdiqysdl [AfRAd A1AR [EdIR g1 O, Ui AHsi dHH /. ¥y ¥

AR [AHad12] [Asd] 215 9.

@ A4Ys A eRIAdi S1A dal [ uerdididl [AfRAd q1aid [AdiR
£RIG &, 101 ASEI ¥ [FSiH] [AclR AYS eRIAd] RiSIHi

~ o/

[d2dIR S HI2I SIY 8.




Risd 2ia1e1 vid 2atid 211 HI2 54 Sigfvi? I

[ dan s el auen geidl (e viidl) Auld .
RalAGedidl AHEI NI HIZ HEESY 211 ©,
[Caymi A1 (Q11e) ST HII AR1gHIS SN (A8 I HA ©.
densidl amellAld] ardl u: (ARixer s 8.

eI EIHs YeRIHI ue! Rigd A11d A1 Ui ©,

AMIYSs HeIHIvel Risd dlRaidiulds a5 eaiiaamiwia 8.

N

® ¢ 6 6 0 0o

Risdi vl ciaeiud I

e RisiHl s3] denl uHaR-aR el [AdiR “difRuIdls @Rl
ArSBU” A5 AN 8. ddHId AHAHI [Ris 2l 3 Bl i
ARIRY HARR A4 drdi [ drdl 211%-01Rgri 216 [AcdIR] Bal 5,
vieflal aia HeARRY, Mlduil ad BHEARRY, dildR
VRIREY, URSI URARYU UMHARRY, ERUISISIAI (AR i FrI213,
SR-AIHAI, 4R, UiRuigR, eaniH] gIRs1, Ufi21E dll HIGrIRe] el M
A [GirArHA dISIAl dHes 0] [ARdRHI vel 21 gl Kidl HO 8.
AHRS ARSI, FIHAIIR, YRrgirdIR, UHEITIE WEAIHI [ARAIRTHI AUR-AUR
HAR-BUR 52 8. A [ARdRIi iU s1HI{3] ad (A1, 2121
RARA gIRASAAMHI AH10 .

ilRing Risd1 via1a HI2 VG v s I

~

[bs 2 a1 8, 2412 Rigd drdl gedl UlSHI Sid vide A uSiR d elid AuflA.
16 ti8IRAI [AdIRIHi Risd] 13 @111 di ddl a1 2@11[ds ad [dmidIA1 2154 SR
g Risidi aai2 [AdIRidi A2ete1 4 AaidHiHeeIU g,

(G (digc Ad 2dl ugldid vesiaaiHIe Hee3u ALA.

[ 211 211 arau1ef2A R 5 518 YRS ElHI BRI dl dRd 7 2211fAs ard [AMIdIHi 22154 2121 S31RA.

S ~ ~ ~

® 6 6 06 O o

hel

el s3I

*

(b 501 arauIfAI|AIEd SRHI URIg 5 uRig 3d As Ml ol 2.

=] ] ad (a1, 221 A%y | aivieil [aiil, A14ei R, BrRIz-21%Ad

=il

Gir Online Permit

2cllSid feiR : (0¢88) LUUUYO0 | HIHIZH ritiR : (© C¥ACEGGEC

E-mail : dcfwildlife@gmail.com

AR11e Rl aai2 [AdiR 2idi 212 244 drdl 2414-URidi [Gd1IRIHi disiq 21109 [ds| [Ays di 21/ i 9.

BRI MM slguel 2isRUE Y[ S ifSd 5, B drRIYAR 4521 USIRIS] 215 dH 81 ddl (491 22lifds ad [AmMIAi 22154

=]

[=]

[=]

World Lion
Day 2026

k Booking System

J




WORLD LION DAY - 2026

WILDLIFE DIVISION, SASAN-GIR
FOREST DEPARTMENT, GUJARAT STATE

+ OO@SO +

| know that Asiatic lions roam
freely in the Saurashtra region of
Gujarat state in India.

Through our united efforts,
the lion population has seen
a promising rise.

| pledge wholeheartedly
to contribute effectively to
the conservation of Asiatic lions,
the pride of Gujarat
ensuring their thriving future.
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A message on World Lion Day

for participants of Rally

€ Gir, synonymous with Asiatic lions, is one of the oldest sanctuaries in India. Gir National Park and Wildlife
Sanctuary, along with its surrounding protected areas and other parts of the Saurashtra region, holds the only
free-ranging population of Asiatic lions. These majestic creatures are proudly known by names such as Sava;j,
Dalamaththo, and King of the Jungle. Asiatic lions are a source of pride for both Gujarat and India. For tourists
from around the world, Gujarat has become synonymous with lions.

& Historically, lions were distributed along the wide range, stretching from Syria to India. In northern and central
India, they were spread across Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan.
However, due to indiscriminate hunting and habitat loss Asiatic lions got extinct from these areas, and their
population got restricted in Gir. Recognizing the severe decline in the lion population due to uncontrolled and
extensive hunting, the Nawab of Junagadh and the government banned lion hunting in 1913. This was the first
step taken towards lion conservation. Since then, thanks to the effective conservation efforts of the Forest
Department and the support of local people, the population of once critically endangered lions is steadily
increasing.

@ Currently, lions roam freely in Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary, Mitiyala Sanctuary, Paniya Sanctuary,
Girnar Sanctuary, and Barda Wildlife Sanctuary in the Saurashtra region of Gujarat state.

€@ AsiaticLion Landscape serves as the habitat for Asiatic lions. The people of Saurashtra have warmly welcomed
lions first as guests and later cherished their presence. The people of Kathiawar have accepted the moral
responsibility of conserving and protecting the Asiatic lions, a symbol of culture, and the diverse biodiversity of
Girinherited from their ancestors.

& The dry deciduous Gir forest spans an area of 1,410.30 square kilometers. It was declared the Gir Wildlife
Sanctuary on September 18, 1965. Later, on May 21, 1975, 258.71 square kilometers of this area were
designated as Gir National Park. Gir Sanctuary celebrated its 50th anniversary on September 18, 2015.
Adjacent to the protected area of Gir, there is an additional 470.5 square kilometers comprising marine
ecosystems.

@ Gir's stable ecosystem is evolving into a thriving, vibrant, self-sustaining, and sustainable environment. At a
time when the world is fiercely battling to preserve its natural heritage and resources, the ongoing efforts to
conserve Gujarat's pride—the Asiatic lions—and the biodiversity-rich Gir Protected Area stand as a testament.
The tranquil yet robust conservation initiatives in Gir have become a universal lesson, earning global
recognition for their success inlion conservation.

€ The unique and diverse ecosystem of Gir forest boasts a rich biodiversity. It is a home to over 630 species of
plants, including several species of medicinal plants, 41 species of mammals, 47 species of reptiles, over 338
species of resident and migratory birds and more than 2000 species of insects. It is a home to endangered and
critically endangered species listed as Schedule-l in Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 such as vultures and Asiatic
lions. Moreover, it holds a good population of Indian leopards, Rusty-spotted cat, marsh crocodiles, Indian rock
python, Indian Pangolin, Indian peafowl and Ratel etc.

The rich biodiversity and abundant natural resources of the Gir forest nurture a resilient human culture. Seven
perennial and ephemeral rivers, namely, Hiran, Shetrunji, Dhatardi, Shingoda, Machchundari, Ghodavadi, Raval,
greatly contribute to the ecological diversity of the area. Due to dams built on four of them viz., Hiran, Shingoda,
Machhundari and Raval, have led to higher ground water table in Junagadh, Gir Somnath, Amreli and Bhavnagar
districts. Due to fertile lands for agriculture, mango orchards, and other fruit gardens, the farmers of the Greater
Gir landscape have become economically prosperous. The cost of this agricultural land is much higher than
other parts of the state. People in Saurashtra have revered and respected the natural resource for years,
considering it sacred as a gift from God.

\_ _/
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@ Therich biodiversity and abundant natural resources of the Gir forest nurture a resilient human culture. Seven
perennial and ephemeral rivers—Hiran, Shetrunji, Dhatardi, Shingoda, Machchundari, Ghodavadi, and
Raval—greatly contribute to the area's ecological diversity. Dams built on four of these rivers—Hiran, Shingoda,
Machhundari, and Raval—have led to a higher groundwater table in the Junagadh, Gir Somnath, Amreli, and
Bhavnagar districts. The fertile lands for agriculture, mango orchards, and other fruit gardens have made the
farmers of the Greater Gir landscape economically prosperous. Consequently, the cost of this agricultural land
is much higher than in other parts of the state. People in Saurashtra have revered and respected these natural
resources foryears, considering them sacred gifts from God.

€ Theentry point to the jungle safari, Sasan-Gir, along with the historic city of Junagadh, the Union Territory of Diu,
and pilgrimage sites such as the Shri Somnath Temple (one of the 12 Jyotirlingams), the Dwarkadhish Temple in
Dwarka, and the Jain temples in Palitana, are all part of a tourism circuit that attracts visitors from across India
and around the world. The0 influx of tourists benefits the local economy and provides employment
opportunities in Saurashtra. Every year, approximately 9 lakh tourists from over 40 countries and various parts
of India visit the Gir Wildlife Sanctuary to witness the Asiatic lions and diverse wildlife, gaining insights into their
conservation efforts and understanding their significance.

Efforts for Conservation of Lions and Biodiversity of Gir I

@ The main objective of Gir Management Plan is:

® To reduce negative impacts on biodiversity by strengthening conservation through public participation,
ensure sustainable development around Gir and its surroundings by implementing clear and effective
strategies under eco-development projects and to address the essential needs of the local communities.

® Toreduce pressure of the local people from core and peripheral forests and gain public support for the long-
term conservation of lions, a flagship species in Gir,as well as other threatened and endangered wildlife.

® To raise awareness among local communities and tourists about forest and wildlife conservation through
eco-tourism, while also providing sustainable livelihoods for local residents.

@ Lions play a crucial role in maintaining biodiversity and regulating the population of wild herbivorous.

€ Invarious contexts, such as the flags of Europe and Asia, the Nrisimha avatar of Lord Vishnu in Hindu scriptures,
the national emblem of India, the national flag of Sri Lanka, currency coins and notes, and as an epithet for
Rajputs and Kshatriyas, the lion symbolizes courage and grandeur. The lion is often depicted as the vehicle of
Durgainthe doorways of temples throughout India.

Efforts for Conservation of Lions and Biodiversity of Gir I

Thelionis awild animal, so let's ensure that nothing disrupts its natural processes.

If a lion is spotted in areas outside the forest, such as farms, mango orchards, or village outskirts, inform the
local forest department staff.

Assistinthe protection and conservation of the habitats of Asiatic lions.
Assistin curbing unauthorized activities.

If you find lions or other wildlife that are injured, or in any distress, inform the forest department staff
immediately.

If there is any suspicious activity or if any individual in your village harms wildlife, inform the local forest
department staffimmediately.

* & G606 oo

Let's help eliminate any illegal activities related to lions and other wildlife.

Forest Department, Gujarat State | Wildlife Division, Sasan-Gir
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