
Press Release 
 

Wildlife Division, Sasan-Gir | Page 1 of 8 

 

 Reintroduction and Satellite Telemetry Monitoring of  

Indian Grey Hornbill in Gir, Gujarat. 
 

 Out of the total bird species found in India, almost 45% (~609 bird species) are found in Gujarat. Gir is 

among the 19 Important Bird Areas (IBAs), and its diverse habitats provide shelter to more than 300 species of 

birds. Out of the 62 species of hornbills globally, almost 48% are threatened species. Ten species are found in the 

Indian subcontinent. Gujarat is home to only one hornbill species – the Indian Grey Hornbill (Ocyceros birostris). 

Historically, it was not an uncommon species of Gir and were specifically plentiful during the months of winter. In 

Gir, the presence of Indian Grey Hornbill (IGH) was recorded till 1936, and after that, there were rare records of 

their sporadic sightings in or around the Gir PAs. Eminent ornithologist Late R. S. Dharmakumarsinhji had suggested 

reintroducing the IGH in Gir as they play a pivotal role in the forest ecosystem.     

 A unique step of reintroduction of the IGH with prior permission from the competent authorities has been 

initiated by Gujarat Forest Department, which may help to bring back its population in Gir. Under the project, nine 

IGHs from the known distribution range in Gujarat State were captured with the help of experienced trappers and 

subject experts. The birds were successfully released in the Gir with a batch of 5 and 4 birds on 28 October and 27 

December 2021, respectively. Before releasing, two male birds were deployed with solar-powered satellite tags. 

The released birds were regularly monitored through the data received from the transmitters in the Gir Hi-Tech 

Monitoring Unit, Sasan-Gir. The birds were found to be moving in the Gir landscape with normal behaviour.  

 After the success of the first two batches, another batch of 11 birds were captured and released in the Gir 

landscape on 24 February 2022. Out of these 11 birds, two male birds were deployed with solar-powered satellite 

transmitters. One tagged male has been named ‘LK’, in the memory of Late Shri Lavkumar Khachar, a renowned 

ornithologist of India, as the birds were released on his birthday, 24 February. Another tagged male is named ‘RSD’ 

in the memory of Raol Shri Dharmakumarsinhji, who had earlier suggested its reintroduction in Gir. Moreover, 

these 11 birds were also marked by coloured rings in their left leg, which will help in identifying them in future. 

Proper methodology and safety measures were taken while transporting and tagging the individuals. The work may 

bring back an important forest bird species to Gir after many decades. The satellite tagging will help to understand 

their ecology and movement in the area. It will also generate immense data, which will serve as a baseline for the 

conservation of the IGH in the Gir landscape. This will be a baseline study in understanding the species ecology. 

 The entire exercise was carried out as per the direction and guidance given by Shri Shyamal Tikadar, PCCF 

(Wildlife) & CWLW, Gujarat State, Shri D. T. Vasavada, CCF, Wildlife Circle Junagadh and under supervision of Dr. 

Mohan Ram, DCF, Wildlife Division, Sasan-Gir in coordination with Director, Sakkarbaugh Zoo. Shri P. 

Purushothama, DCF Aravali, and his team also extended field support for this work. Dr. Devesh Gadhvi from The 

Corbett Foundation, an ornithologist with prior experience in tagging work, and his team were also involved as an 

expert. From Wildlife Division, Sasan-Gir, Range Forest Officer, Forester, experienced veterinarians and local field 

staff had also worked and participated in the tagging work. The documentation and necessary facilitation during 

the exercise were carried out by Shri Karshan Vala and Shri Lahar Jhala, who are working with the Wildlife Division, 

Sasan-Gir.  

Dr. Mohan Ram (IFS) 
Deputy Conservator of Forests  
Wildlife Division, Sasan-Gir 
Junagadh, Gujarat (INDIA) 
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